FORD-IROQUOIS PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
. SEWAGE SYSTEM GUIDE

Purpose: The purpose of this guide is to help the homeowner explore the common sewage system options available and 1o provide guidance in the
construction of suggested systems.

When cvaluating what sewage system 1o use, the soil and surrounding areas must be evaluated. The suitability of the soil is determined by performing a
perc test. This test will determine whether a scepage system may be used or if another option will be necessary.

In most cases the soil will give an adequate pere rate to allow for a seepage sysiem. The most common of these is a gravel seepage trench method, which
is very reliable and by far the most common of all of the seepage systems. This guide will go into more detail as to the construction of these systems.
Other systems are available, including graveless systems, sccpage beds, and the Infiltrator sccpage system. If you are interested in any of these systems,
contact the health department to discuss construction.

In the cases where the soil does not have a perc rate adequate for a seepage sysiem, a buried sand filter is suggested. These filters are very reliable, easily
maintained, and comparably priced to other options. This guide will go into more detail about buricd sand filters. Other options arc available, such as
aerobic units. Contact the health department about altemate systems if a buried sand filter is not practical.

Septic Tanks Figure 1- A Typical Septic Tank
Septic tanks are required for almost every type of sewage system used.
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Determining the size septic tank needed is an casy process. Simply determine the number of bedrooms in the house and whether a garbage grinder will be
used, and follow this chart:

No. of Bedrooms 2 or less 3 4 5 6 7
No Garbage Grinder 750 gal 1000 gal 1250 gal 1500 gal 1750 gal 2060 gal -
With Garbage Grinder 1250 gal 1500 gal 2000 gal 2200 gal 2600 gal 3000 gal

Obtaining a Septic Tank
I'he tollowing is a list of local distributors or contractors selling septic tanks that meet the Hlinois State Private Sewage Disposal guidelines.

Name Address Telephone Sizes Available

Cline’s Concrete Products 500 W. Thompson, Hoopeston (217) 283-5012 | Concrete — 1000 gallon and 1500 gallon

Eastern linois Clay Co. 460 S. Elm Street, St. Anne (815) 427-6627 | Plastic - 1000 gallon and 1500 gallon

Fhe Preferred Option- The Subsurface Scepage Systems

What is a4 Subsurface Seepage System:

Subsurface seepage systems are simple systems which let the soil act as a filter for the sewage. All subsurface seepage systems
share some common characteristics. All of them have a septic tank and a seepage field. Subsurface Seepage systems do have their
advantages and disadvantages.

Advantages Disadvantages

Least expensive option to install Some soils not suitable (slow perc or high water table)
No clectrical or mechanical parts 1o maintain Extremely wet conditions can cause temporary failure
No operational costs for electricity Lifetime is limited, but can be extended with proper care

Water 1s returned to the soil Must be enough ground area to install the system






